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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

Claims 1, 2 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Fuminori Japanese Patent Publication 2001-289675 in view of Everett U.S. Patent No. 
6 5 690 5 804. 

Regarding claim 1 , Fuminori discloses a wireless microphone (radio transmitter machine 
as applied to a wireless microphone, See translation paragraph 0026 and Fig. 1) comprising: a 
color display (29, See translation paragraph 0033) positioned in a wireless microphone which is 
visible from the outside and which signals a ready status of the microphone; and a switching 
device (SW, See translation paragraph 0033) positioned in the wireless microphone being 
provided for switching the color of the display. Fuminori does not expressly disclose the wireless 

■ 

microphone is differentiated between other microphones within an area by illuminating a color 
marking which distinguishes the microphone from other microphones having different color 
markings. However, microphones utilizing different color markings for identification are well 
known in the art and Everett teaches a microphone with an indicating light source for audio 
equipment to identify which microphone in a system is in use (See Everett Fig. 7 and col. 4, lines 
45-47). Therefore, It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to replace the multiple wired microphones of Everett of individual color identification 
markings with wireless microphones of Fuminori and multiple color indications to allow 
movement of performers with tangling wires while maintaining microphone distinguishability. 
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Regarding claim 2, the combination of Fuminori in view of Everett further teaches the 
microphone has multicolored LED elements (Red and green, See Fuminori paragraph 0033), 
wherein the LED lights can be controlled by a switching device in such a way that only a desired 
color is visible from the outside (Fuminori teaches a circuit changing switch to change the visible 
LED color to indicate status of the microphone, see paragraphs 0030-0033), 

♦ 

Regarding claim 6, Fuminori discloses a wireless microphone (radio transmitter machine 
as applied to a wireless microphone, See translation paragraph 0026 and Fig. 1) comprising: a 
wireless microphone; wherein the wireless microphone comprises: a color display (29, See 
translation paragraph 0033) positioned in a wireless microphone which is visible from the 
outside and which signals a ready status of the microphone; and a switching device (SW, See 
translation paragraph 0033) positioned in the wireless microphone being provided for switching 
the color of the display. Fuminori does not expressly disclose a plurality of wireless microphones 
differentiated between other microphones within an area by illuminating a color marking which 
distinguishes the microphone from other microphones having different color markings. However, 
microphones utilizing different color markings for identification are well known in the art and 
Everett teaches a plurality of microphones with an indicating light source for audio equipment to 
identify which microphone in a system is in use (See Everett Fig. 7 and col. 4, lines 45-47). 
Therefore, It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to replace the multiple wired microphones of Everett of individual color identification 
markings with wireless microphones of Fuminori and multiple color indications to allow 
movement of performers with tangling wires while maintaining microphone distinguishability. 
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Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the combination of 
Fuminori in view of Everett as applied to claim 1 above, in further view of Bejin U.S. Patent No. 
5,406,729. 

Regarding claim 3, the combination of Fuminori in view of Everett discloses an 
illumination (100) which emits light is provided in the microphone (200) (See abstract). The 
combination of Everett in view of Fuminori does not expressly disclose the illumination is white 
light covered by a rotatable disk in which windows of different colors are formed. However, the 
use of a rotatable disk in which windows of different colors are formed as a light filter is well 
known and Bejin teaches an illumination is white light (24) covered by a rotatable disk (25) in 
which windows of different colors (40) are formed (See Fig. 7 and col. 2, lines 37-42 and col. 3, 
lines 4-10). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to utilize a multicolored, light filtering, rotating disk as taught by Bejin in the device of 
the combination of Everett in view of Fuminori to provide the function of changing color of the 
LED while only utilizing a single color LED. 

Claims 4 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the 
combination of Fuminori in view of Everett as applied to claim 1 above, in further view of 
Freudenschuss et al. U.S. Patent No. 4,239,356. 

Regarding claims 4 and 5, the combination of Fuminori in view of Everett does not 
expressly disclose LED illumination is pulsed and information can be transmitted by way of the 
illumination and evaluated automatically by a studio TV camera system. However, the 
combination the combination of Fuminori in view of Everett teaches a wireless communication 
system with a microphone for use in RF communication (See Fuminori paragraphs 0027 and 
0028). The use of pulsed light for data transmission is well known in the art and Freudenschuss 
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teaches a wireless microphone (2) utilizing a light signal transmission system (36,37,38) to 
transmit data to a TV camera (1) (See Figs. 5 and 6 and col. 2, lines 37-64). Therefore , it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to use the data 
transmitted by the wireless microphone as taught by the combination of the combination of 
Fuminori in view of Everett to a studio TV camera system (See Freudenschuss Figs. 5 and 6 and 
col. 2, lines 37-64). 


Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-6 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Upon closer review of the Fuminori reference, the Examiner has determined that 
Fuminori teaches that the radio transmitter machine (paragraphs 0001-0005) are describing a 
single wireless microphone wherein all the disclosed elements are comprised in a single wireless 
microphone device (See translation paragraph 0026, 0027 and Fig. 1). Therefore, it is the opinion 
of the examiner that the housed wireless microphone contains the color display as well as the 
switching device and that it is an obvious modification in view of Everett to use multicolor 
displays in the single wireless microphone for status identification. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brian Ensey whose telephone number is 571-272-7496. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 6:30 AM - 3:00 PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sinh Tran can be reached on 571-272-7564. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 


(571) 273-8300, for formal communications intended for entry and for 
informal or draft communications, please label "PROPOSED" or "DRAFT". 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to: 

Customer Service Window 
Randolph Building 
401 Dulany Street 
Arlington, V A 223 14 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 


Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Va. 22313-1450 


Or faxed to: 


information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Brian Ensey 
Examiner 
March 6, 2007 


